Overtown Square

Honoring Sarasota's First Established Black Community

Overtown Square honors the legacy of Overtown, Sarasota's first established Black
community. Located in today's Rosemary District, the park recognizes the people
whose work, businesses, and community leadership helped shape the City and
County of Sarasota from the late 1800s through the twentieth century.

As the community grew, Overtown became home to businessmen, fishermen,
physicians, nurses, teachers, farmers, contractors, carpenters, laborers, drivers,
masons, blacksmiths, laundry workers, railroad workers, and many other skilled
professionals.

Sixth Street served as the heart of the neighborhood's business district. Pressing
clubs, lunch rooms, meat and fish markets, grocery and general merchandise
stores provided goods, services, and gathering places for the
growing community. , |
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From the time of its founding, the residents of Overtown made
lasting contributions to Sarasota's neighborhoods, businesses,
public infrastructure, and civic life.

Opened in 2024, Overtown Square was intentionally named to S -
recognize this important history and preserve the story of Sarasota's f| rst Black
community.

“From the time of its founding, the residents of Overtown played a vital
role in the development of both the City and the County of Sarasota.”

? Location Historical information
Overtown Square based on the Sarasota
1386 Boulevard of the Arts m County Historical

Sarasota, FL 34236 Marker Program.
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